
Date:  22nd September 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have had a busy couple of weeks. Thank you to everyone 

who attended the ’Meet the Teacher’ meetings this week. 

We hope you found them a useful way of knowing how to 

support your child with their learning over this academic 

year.  

The Year 3 children had an amazing trip and enjoyed first hand stone-age experiences at     

Oxonwood Outdoor Education Centre. You will see from the photos that they made some    

exciting memories which are already enhancing the standard of work that they are            

completing back in the classroom.  

On Wednesday the whole school were also on their feet for National Fitness Day to burn lots 

of energy and learn about living a healthy lifestyle. Mr O’Brien declared it a no chair morning! 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mrs Fraser, Headteacher  

 
Nursery and Reception After School Club 

We are really pleased that our Early Years children have settled in well 

and have been enjoying our after school club. If you are collecting your 

child after 5:00pm please walk around to the KS2 gate to collect them. Collections between 

3:00 and 5:00pm for Nursery & Reception children is from the Reception class gate. Please 

note that because of the higher staff-pupil ratios required, we are unable to take ad-hoc 

bookings for after school club for children who are in nursery or reception classes.  
  

Nut Free School—Pesto 

We would like to remind you that we are a nut free school as we have 

children and staff with nut allergies. Please be mindful of the ingredients 

of products you put in your child’s lunch box and refer to our lunch box 

guidance on our website. Please note that pesto can contain nuts so 

please check the ingredient list carefully if including this in your child’s 

lunchbox.  



Date:  22nd September 2023 

Knowledge Organisers 
Please see the updated class pages on our website to view the maths and topic knowledge 
organisers to support your children’s learning this term.  
 
Blue Badge Spaces 
If you are using a blue badge space in our carpark, please ensure your badge is 

displayed. We need to ensure the spaces are reserved and used by the members 

of our community who are entitled to use them. Thank you 

TD Day 
An additional TD Day  has been planned for Friday 9th February 2024. All TD Days for this    
academic year can  be found on the school diary page of each newsletter and the ‘Term Dates’ 
page of our school website.  
 
Macmillan Cancer Coffee morning hosted by Y3   
We are really looking forward to our Y3 event next week—please come along to our coffee 
morning on Friday 29th September in the hall. Please bring change to buy cakes and tea/
coffee. Toddlers welcome.  Cake donations very welcome on Thursday or 
Friday!  9-10am for Y3 families 2-3pm for all other families.  Please note 
that only Y3 children will be attending the event.  
 
Class Reps 
We will hold our first Class Reps meeting on Friday 13th October at 2pm.  
We ask for 2 Class Reps per class, who meet with Mrs Fraser each term to discuss ideas and 
share any general concerns. If you would like to volunteer to be a class rep, please email the 
school office to express your interest. We welcome new class reps or those who have attend-
ed previously.   
 
National Fitness Day 

Children throughout the school enjoyed a variety of fitness activities on Wednes-

day this week. They began the day with an assembly which focussed on different 

ways to keep ourselves fit and healthy. They then enjoyed exercising in a range of 

ways. All chairs were removed from classrooms so that the children were up on 

their feet for the morning. We hope you enjoy looking at the photos on the pages 

below.  



Date:  22nd September 2023 

 Parent Support Advisor Sessions 

The Lighthouse Team from the BKAT will be offering 1-1 drop in 

sessions for parents on the first Thursday of every month at our 

school. These will run from 8:45—9:45am. Please contact the 

school office if you want to attend the next upcoming sessions.   
  

EYP advert 
We are currently advertising for a Early Years Practitioner, please see eteach for the advert. 
 
Thank you to Governors 

Thank you to our parent governor Carl Evans and teacher governor Lisa 

Clark who will now be stepping down from our governing body. Thank 

you for all of the time you have given over the past 4 years. We really    

appreciate all of the work you have done to make a difference to our 

school.  

 

School Council  

Congratulations to our new school councillors who have been voted for by their peers.  

Mr Boothroyd will meet 

with the school council 

every few weeks to discuss 

ideas  to make our school 

even better :)  



 

Well done to all of the children who were in the Gold Book this week and last week — we are very 

proud of you and your achievements!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 













September 

27th Y1 trip to Westonbirt 

Thur 28th Sept  9:00am YR phonics session  

28th Lighthouse parent talk—Anxiety 

29th Macmillan Coffee morning hosted by Year 3 

classes:  9-10am Y3&4, 2-3pm all other parents 

October 

Sun 8th PTA TGV Market stall 

10th Parents Consultation Evening 2-8pm 

10th PTA AGM meeting 

17th Flu jabs 

Thurs 19th Last day of term—OPEN HOUSE 

& Fab Finish Y2 

Fri 20th TD Day—School closed to pupils   

Mon 23rd Half term—school closed for week 

Mon 30th First day back—term 2 

November 
9th Non–uniform for Wiltshire Air Ambulance 

9th Bags2School 

17th Children in need  

23rd Governors meeting 

December 
5th Dec 2pm YR nativity 

6th Dec 2pm YN nativity 

7th 9:30am nativity 

8th Christmas jumper day 

8th 2pm Open House 

11th 2pm KS2 Carol Concert 

12th 2pm Y1&2 nativity 

14th 9:30am Y1&2 nativity 

15th Break up for Christmas 

 TD INSET Days 2023-24 

• Friday 20th October 2023 

• Wednesday 3rd January 2024 

• Friday 9th February 2024 

• Monday 1st July 2024 

(1 more TD Day to be confirmed)  

Please see 2023—2024 term dates on the school 

website. Please note that these are different to 

the SBC term dates.  

[New dates in red] 



 Nursery—Daisy and Poppy Classes 

What have we been learning in Nursery?  

Wow! What a busy couple of weeks we have had. We have 

spent the last couple of weeks getting use to our classes and our 

routines, learning how to put our things in our drawers, on our pegs and are beginning to 

find some of our belongings independently. 

Last week we learnt all about colours and talked about what our favourite colours are. We 

had a very messy week, mixing and exploring what different colours we can make with 

paint. We learnt about our artist, Kandinsky. We used paint, crayons and objects to try  

making our own artwork. 

This week we have been learning about our families, we have loved talking about you! 

Thank you for all the family photos that have been sent in, if you haven’t dropped one in 

yet, please send them in so we can talk about them and then display them in the class.  

Reminders: 

• Please ensure that you child only has water in their bottles. 

• Name all belongings including shoes and 

hats. 

• Please ensure all children have named 

wellies and waterproofs to stay in school 

and please bring a coat in everyday too.  

• 30-hour afternoon snack needs to be 

fruit or vegetable – grapes must be cut in 

half (lengthways). 

• Thank you for your continued support, 

we can’t wait to see what else this term 

brings!  The Nursery Team :) 
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What have we been learning in Nursery?  
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 Reception - Sunflower and Bellflower Classes 

What have we been learning in Reception?  

Sunflower and Bellflower class children are settling into school brilliantly. We en-

joy school lunches and are getting used to the routines of the day. We loved our 

tour of the whole school and getting to play on the big playground after we eat 

our lunch. We have started our Little Wandle Letters and Sounds lessons and will be sharing more 

information about phonics at our meeting next Thursday 28th September at 9am, letting you know how we 

teach and how you can support your child at home. Here is a link about how you can successfully share books 

with your child. https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/  

Thanks to all the parents who have sent in wellies and waterproofs, if you have not yet done so, please can 

you send some in as soon as possible. We want all children to access outside provision even when the weather 

turns wetter and colder. Separate waterproof trousers and tops are much easier for children to put on inde-

pendently. This week we have had a couple of accidents when children have not been able to get out of their 

onesies in time to get to the toilet. 

We know how much there is to think about when your child starts school, here are a few reminders from us. 

Reading logs and school books need to be brought into school every day, books will be taken out on a 

Wednesday and a new book sent home on Thursday each week. We will not send a new book until the 

previous one has been returned. 

We visit the school library on Friday and 

change reading for pleasure books then, 

children will bring home a new book to 

share each week as long as they have re-

turned the previous one. 

Please do not put your child’s water bottle in 

their book bag as if it leaks it can ruin our 

reading books which are costly to replace.  

Please send your child with a coat every day, 

we use the waterproofs and wellies for 

play in our outdoor area, they do not take 

the muddy/sandy ones to lunch and then 

out on the playground. 

Thanks for your continued support, we look for-

ward to seeing you all at the phonics meeting 

next week. 

Mrs Clark, Miss Gosling and Mrs Cantillon 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


 Reception - Sunflower and Bellflower Classes 

What have we been learning in Reception?  

 



 Year 1 - Lily and Tulip Classes 

What have we been learning in Year 1?  

Wow, what a busy first two weeks we have had in Year one! To 

start off our time in Year one we have learnt about two different 

artists Matisse and Monet and created their beautiful artwork. 

Matisse used scissors to create his pictures by cutting out a range of shapes. For Monet we 

used water colours to paint his bridge over a pound of water lilies.  

In English, we started our talk for writing to retell the story of Little Red Riding Hood. We 

have acted the story out using actions and created our own story maps. This week we have 

using adjectives to describe the wolf and the forest.  

In Maths we have been counting up to 30 and started using number lines. We have been 

practising estimating using a blank number line.  

In our topic lessons we have been creating enchanted woodland maps, we have learnt about 

plant parts and where they live, we have also looked into seasons. In our PE lessons we have 

been doing dance. We have started to learn 

a woodland dance, where we pretended to 

move like different animals.  

We have had a great first few weeks of 

school and look forward to next week for 

our trip to Westonbirt!  

Reminders: 

• Please read with your child at home 

little and often and write in their read-

ing record.  

• Please remember to put the reading 

books back in bookbags so we can 

change them toward the end of the 

week.  

• Westonbirt trip – waterproof clothing, 

named water bottle and wellies.  
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 Year 2 - Clover and Willow Classes 

What have we been learning in Year 2?  

 

 

Year 2 have had a great few weeks continuing to settle into our new classes and exploring our Muck, 

Mess and Mixtures topic. The children have really enjoyed producing different pieces of creative art-

work which we can’t wait to show you later this term. 

In our lessons, we have been learning about: 

English – Instruction writing. We have learned sets of instructions for how to make disgusting worm 

pies. We have been focussing on capital letters and full stops to punctuate our sentences, as well   

using our phonics to spell words correctly. In our instructions, we are including a ‘What you need’ 

section where we are using bullet points. In our ‘What you do’ sections we are including time connec-

tives (eg. first, next, then, finally) and imperative verbs (eg. slice, place, sprinkle, leave). 

Maths – We have been looking at the place value of 2-digit numbers. We have talked about tens and 

ones (eg. 35 = 3 tens and 5 ones) and how to read and write numbers in digits and words. More     

recently, we have been identifying and estimating 2-digit numbers on number lines (0-100) as well as 

comparing numbers using symbols (< > =) and ordering numbers by their size. 

Science – We are learning about the properties of everyday materials. We have been on a material 

hunt around the school and considered why objects are made out of different materials. This week, 

we have investigated how we can change the shape of materials by twisting, stretching, squashing 

and bending. 

PE – We have been developing our teamwork skills by working in groups to achieve a goal. It has 

been lovely to see the children communicating well in such a respectful way. On Wednesday, we   

celebrated National Fitness Day by doing lots of exercise throughout the day. When we came into 

school all the chairs were gone so we had to keep moving and stay on our feet all morning! A little bit 

tiring, but lots of fun! 

Thank you to the parents who were able to make it to the Meet the Teacher meeting on Monday, it 

was great to see so many of you there. If you were not able to attend and have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher. We look forward to working together for the 

rest of this year! 

The Year 2 Team :) 
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 Year 3 - Honeysuckle and Rose Classes 

What have we been learning in Year 3?  

We have had a very busy time in Year 3 over the last two weeks.  

We had the most fantastic time at Oxenwood Outdoor Education centre. Not only 

did we shoot a bull with a bow and arrow and build our own shelters, but we found a stone age man 

in the woods! As we explored in the woods, we came across a shelter and were all really curious with 

what we could see. Imagine our surprise when we then spotted a man foraging nearby, some of us 

were a little nervous but not as scared as the man seeing us. We were fascinated watching him make 

a fire and then prepare and cook a fish he had caught. We have to say all the staff on our trip were so 

proud of the whole of Year 3 for their fantastic behaviour and enthusiasm on the day.  

In science we have been very interested in finding out about nutrition and diet. We have explored 

the changing diets of animals over the year, looking at how seasons impact food available to animals. 

All were very good at sorting foods into the healthy plate categories, and we all shared some lovely 

healthy meals we enjoy at home.  

Maths has been a busy time looking at 

place value in 3-digit numbers. Unlike 

most of our maths lessons we have been 

doing lots of writing the last two weeks 

as we have been learning to write numer-

als in words. We are now moving on to 

looking more at number lines and 

counting in steps forward and backward 

with 50 and 100. 

Next week, Year 3 are very excited to 

host our MacMillan coffee morning. 

Please do come along and watch us host 

our first event. We would gladly accept 

any cake donations to help us out next 

week.  

Year 3 & 4 coffee morning is 9-10am 

Reception, Year 1 and 2 is 2-3pm  

Many thanks, The Year 3 Team 



 Year 3 - Honeysuckle and Rose Classes 

What have we been learning in Year 3?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Year 4 - Apple and Blackberry Classes 

What have we been learning in Year 4?  

We have had a fantastic two weeks in Year 4, getting stuck in with our new 

topics and cementing our routines. In English, we have been learning a text about a 

young boy from Roman Britain called Sulius. Children have now begun to innovate this story, making 

changes to put their own spin on it and some of their ideas have been amazing! We are really looking  

forward to next when they will complete their invention element of writing, where they will write a    

completely new story following the structure of Sulius’ Warning.  

In Maths, we have been laying the foundations for the year to come by looking at place value. The       

children have been extending their knowledge base from Year 3 by looking at 4-digit numbers. They   

have been investigating the value of different digits and learning how to write large numbers as words. 

Our biggest challenge this week has been placing 4-digit numbers on number lines and working out miss-

ing numbers based on the increments, but Year 4 has been awesome at tackling this challenge head on.  

Our topic this term is based on the Romans and we have been doing plenty of activities around this. In 

History, children have learned about the different types of gladiator, who they were and the perilous fate 

that they suffered. In Geography, we have explored the terrain of Italy and discussed how that benefited 

the Roman Empire in its early formation. Finally, in Art we looked at the various designs of Roman coins 

before sketching out our own. The children then used clay to sculpt their designs. 

Just a few reminders for this term:  

• Our PE days are Tuesday and Thurs-

day for Apple class and Thursday and 

Friday for Blackberry class. PE kits 

can be kept in school for the duration 

of term. 

• Both Apple and Blackberry class will 

dismiss from Blackberry classroom 

onto the playground 

Thank you to all of those who joined us for 

the ‘Meet the Teacher’ this week, whether 

online or in person. If you weren’t able to 

make it or still have further questions, 

please don’t hesitate to grab a member of 

the Year 4 team.  

Many thanks, Year 4 Team 



 Year 4 - Apple and Blackberry Classes 

What have we been learning in Year 4?  

 

 

 

 

 










