
Date:  11th November 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

I hope you and your families had a lovely half term. It has been 

another very busy fortnight and we have a bumper newsletter 

for you!  

We started the term off with the children becoming music   

video super stars with Rocktopus. The year 3 children then  

ventured out to Stonehenge to gain some first hand experienc-

es as part of their topic Tribal Tales.  

The week came to a very spooky end and it was lots of fun spending the day in our Halloween         

costumes. The children were very brave to venture up to the scary serving hatch and they also         

enjoyed a special pudding.  

This week we have held a successful Class Reps meeting and discussed a variety of ideas to continue 

to help with the development of our school. Thank you to the parents who attended. We have also 

been reflecting with children learning and thinking about Remembrance Day. Thank you for the dona-

tions we have received today, they will be passed onto the Royal British Legion.  

We look forward to beginning our Reading Challenge next week—more information on the next     

page. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mrs Fraser 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Date:  Date:  11th November 2022 

READING at William Morris 

Reading Challenge 

Next week, we will begin our new reading challenge for pupils from Reception upwards.  

The number of days your child has read will be counted and logged by their teachers weekly. Please log every 

day that your child reads at home in their reading record. The more days they read at home, the further 

through the challenge they will climb! 

25 days = Bronze 

50 days = Silver  

100 days = Gold  

150 days = Platinum 

175 days = Diamond: Excellence in Reading 

Their reading challenge progress will be celebrated in our Friday Gold Book Assembly when they will be          

presented with a bookmark for the level they have achieved.  

Some key points: 

• 1 day = 1 point. Children cannot get more than 1 point per day. 

• Different reading options: a book, an eBook, phonics cards, tricky word cards, a magazine or even a     

recipe! If your child has read outside of school that day, please log it. 

• In Year 3, if your child logs their reading themselves, it must be signed by an adult to be counted. 

• We will not be back-counting. The challenge begins Monday 14th November. 

 

Reading update 

• Physical books have been ordered for children on the Little Wandle Phonics Scheme who are currently 

reading eBooks at home. 

• Reception and Year 1 will continue to be sent home with their Little Wandle Phonics sheet with infor-

mation on how to help support your child at home and a recap of their learning in class. 

• Children who are not on the Little Wandle Scheme will have a teacher comment in their reading record 

once a week, noting how to support your child at home or what we have focussed on in guided reading 

sessions. 

• As we continue to build our Key Stage 2 library, donations of age-appropriate books are always welcome! 

We look forward to handing out our first certificates in a few weeks time. 

Miss Deakin and Miss Gosling, Literacy co-ordinators 



Date:  Date:  11th November 2022 

Safeguarding 
We will be including useful safeguarding guides from National Online Safety in our 
newsletters. Please read the guide about how to combat online bullying on the 
page below.  
  
Anxiety Workshop 
Please see the information on the page below if you are interested in attending a workshop about         
supporting your child with anxiety. This week’s sleep workshop was well received by parents. 
 
Christmas Performances 
As explained in the Class Reps meeting notes, we look forward to parents watching plays and performanc-
es, but we also need to consider Health and Safety guidelines and the numbers of people in the hall at one 
time. Rather than ticketing events, we have agreed that 1 adult per performance per child would be 
offered. The school has a limited amount of chairs, so some parents will need to stand. Please note when 
the performances will be taking place on the school diary page below.   
 
Maths  
We are pleased to share that Mr Knight has become a Trust Leader of Education for Maths across the Blue 
Kite Trust. This means he will be working with the Mobius Maths hub and supporting other schools in the 
Trust with their Maths curriculum. Over the last couple of weeks he has been attending some training   
sessions to further his knowledge. This work will also support William Morris as we extend our Maths   
provision into Key Stage 2 and ensure we have excellent Maths teaching with the most up-to-date          
research in our own school. 
William Morris Parent Maths Workshop 9am Tues 22nd November 
 
Children In Need 18th November 
Children are welcome to come to school 
dressed in spotty clothes and home clothes for 
a donation to Children In Need. 
 
Attendance 
We would like to remind parents that attend-
ance at school is extremely important. School 
attendance is high on the Government and 
Swindon’s education agenda. Our attendance 
policy is available on our school website. We 
have seen an increase in term time holiday this 
academic year and would like to remind  fami-
lies that time off for term time holidays may 
result in a fine. 



Date:  Date:  11th November 2022 

If your child getting enough sleep? 

As the evenings get darker, it is sometimes useful to remember how much sleep children 

should be getting. 

3 to 5 year olds — 10 to 13 hours a night 

7 to 12 year old — 10 to 11 hours a night 

The sleep charity has some useful advice to support children’s sleep: 

https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/information-support/advice-sheets/ 

 

Cycle Helmets 
We would like to remind parents that children cycling to and from school should be wearing a cycle helmet to 
keep them safe. We were recently made aware of two children who attend GWA who had to be admitted to 
hospital because they had an accident while riding their bikes. The cars drive very fast along William Morris 
Way. If we see any of our children cycling into school without wearing one, we will ask them to walk and push 
their bikes in order to keep them safe.  
 
Parking update 
Parents have request that we support end of the day parking, so we are trying a new system where the furthest 
away spaces get filled first. You will notice our Site Manager, Mr Dolan, in a fluorescent jacket directing people 
to the available parking spaces. At the start of pickup, spaces will be around the back on the way to the exit. As 
we fill up, spaces closer to the entrance will be filled. The idea    behind the system is that 3 or 4 people can all 
park at the back at same time, without waiting for a person near the entrance to park. 
Ways to help the system: 
• Lowering your window slightly when you enter will help hear verbal directions  
• Please do not park on the raised pavement outside the main entrance, or by the first speed bump (if 

someone parks here it stops both entrance and exit lanes being used)  
• If we are full, cars will need to circulate slowly until a space becomes available 
• When parents start leaving, please continue to fill up from the back first 
• Please follow our Site Manager's directions and if indicated, park at the back 
• Always watch out for children and adults crossing 
We hope this explains how we are trying to assist everyone get in, pick up and get back out as safely and quickly 
as possible. If in doubt, please look out for our Site Manager and he will be more than happy to direct you to 
the best space, or he may let you know we are full and please keep circulating slowly.  
Any “thumbs up” to Mr Dolan are also appreciated :) 
 
Tree planting 
Mr O’Brien has sourced 160 tree sapling which are hoping to plant around the site.  
If any parents are willing to lend a hand, please come along with a spade after school 
on Thursday 17th November. Children are welcome to help! 

 

 



PTA News 

More info on exciting Christmas events coming soon: 

 Christmas Disco 

 Santa’s grotto 

 Christmas panto 
 

Cake van 

The Glamorose cake van will be returning after school on Wednesday 23rd November.      

A percentage of the money taken will be donated to the school.  
 

Pumpkin Carving Competition 

Thank you to everyone who entered the pumpkin carving competition. We were delighted to see such 

creative entries. The winners were chosen as Prana and Prerana.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Our Lighthouse Parent Support Advisers are running a workshop about supporting 

children with anxiety. 

Join us at William Morris Primary School hall 

(refreshments will be provided) 
Workshop  - Anxiety in children 

Date: 17th November 2022       Time: 2-3pm 

To book on this workshops, please use this link:  

https://forms.office.com/r/6V7fxiiLC1 

 



Remembrance Service 
The Dandelion group have created a poppy wreath which will be laid at the TGV Remembrance       
Service which will be taking place on Sunday 13th November 11am at the Thankful Village Memorial 
on ‘The Stray’. The service consists of the Exaltation, playing of the last post, two minute silence,     
reveille followed by poems / readings. It is a very short service which has proved very popular the last 
two years, WM families are welcome. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Well done to all of the children who were in the Gold Book last week — we are very proud of you 

and your achievements!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
Well done to all of the children for  
performing so well in their Rocktopus music 
videos. The link and password were sent in 
an email this week so we hope you have 
enjoyed watching the videos.   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to all of the new school councilors who were voted in by their peers. Mr Knight is looking 

forward to holding discussions with you about  the children’s views of our school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Safeguarding 



Mrs Day has recently found a very useful website that contains a range of guides and ideas for neurodivergent children, 

however, many of the ideas are applicable for all children.  



November 
11th Nov Remembrance Day  

14th Nov Anti-bullying week 

17th Nov 2pm Anxiety PSA session 

17th 3pm Tree planting 

18th Nov Children In Need—spotty & own clothes 

22nd 9am Parent Maths workshop in hall 

24th Nov 6pm Governors meeting 

25th Panto for the children from the PTA 

  

December 
6th 9:30am YR Nativity 

8th 2pm YR Nativity  

9th Christmas Jumper Day 

9th Nursery Christmas fab finish 

Daisy Class 9am, Poppy Class 2pm 

9th 2pm Open House 

12th 2pm Y3 Carol Concert 

13th 2pm  Y1 & 2 Christmas Play 

13th PTA Disco (more info to follow) 

15th 9:30am Y1 & 2 Christmas Play 

15th PTA Christmas Grotto day 

13th PTA disco  

16th 3pm Break Up for Christmas Holidays 

  January 
3rd Jan TD Day 

4th Jan TD Day 

5th Jan children back to school 

 

 

 

 

 

[New dates in red] 

TD INSET Days 2022-23 

We have 6 school closure days for staff develop-

ment each year.  

• Thursday 1st September 2022 

• Friday 2nd September 2022 

• Wednesday 19th October 2022 

• Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

• Wed 4th January 2023 

• 3rd July 2023 

 



Nursery—Poppy and Daisy Classes 

What have we been learning in Nursery?  
Wow! What a busy couple of weeks we have had in Nursery! We have learnt about so many celebrations 

already this term. We started the term off by learning about Halloween and fireworks night, where we 

enjoyed explored colours, costumes and different ways we celebrate. 

This week, we started the week learning about road safety and how we can keep ourselves safe when 

crossing the road. We were very lucky to have a visit from the 

Lollipop Lady who helped us cross on the zebra crossing. We 

have learnt about Diwali, the festival of light and enjoyed cre-

ating and making artwork to represent different ways Diwali is 

celebrated. On Friday we learnt about Remembrance Day and 

took part in the 2 minute silence, trying very hard to sit quietly 

for the 2 minutes. We enjoyed completing activities involving 

poppies and watching the video on CBeebies about Remem-

brance Day. 

Thank you for your continued support, we look forward to sharing more about our topic later in the 

term.  

Have a lovely weekend. Thanks, The Nursery Team �   

Reminders: 

• PE kit to be in school and in a separate bag to spare clothes and all named 

• PM Children to have a piece of fruit for snack, not in a box, no biscuits or crackers please  

• Water only in bottles 

• Waterproof coats, all in ones to be left in school but children to wear coats to school 

• We finish at 3.15 

• Cardigans and jumpers to be named 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nursery—Poppy and Daisy Classes 

What have we been learning in Nursery?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nursery—Poppy and Daisy Classes 
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Nursery—Poppy and Daisy Classes 

What have we been learning in Nursery?  
 



Reception - Sunflower and Bellflower Classes 

What have we been learning in Reception?  
What a busy start to term 2 we have had. The children came back to school raring to go and we have absolutely 

loved all of our new learning over these past two weeks.  

In Literacy we have been reading and learning how to tell the story of ‘The Little Red Hen.’ The children have 

been absolutely amazing at learning this off by heart and have blown us away with their enthusiasm. Within our 

provision we have been labelling animals, creating story maps and practising writing our new graphemes.  

In Maths we were incredibly impressed with the children’s knowledge of numbers 1-5 last term and so we have 

begun working on numbers up to 10. The children have all been introduced to a 10’s frame and have been think-

ing about what we add to 5 to make 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. We have also been busy using our eyes to subitise bigger 

dot amounts.  

Last week we had lots of fun on Friday in our Halloween costumes. The children looked brilliant, we always love a 

good dress up day! 

We were incredibly lucky to have a visitor on Monday; Tammy the Lollipop Lady! The children listened really care-

fully and were very sensible when practising how to use the zebra crossing.  

At the end of this week we have discussed the importance of Remembrance Day. The children explored this by 

creating collage poppies and painting poppies with cork stamps-  they all look wonderful.  

Thank you for all of your support, it really is very much appreciated. The EYFS team! 



Reception - Sunflower and Bellflower Classes 

What have we been learning in Reception? 



Reception - Sunflower and Bellflower Classes 

What have we been learning in Reception? 



        Reception - Sunflower and Bellflower Classes 

         What have we been learning in Reception? 



Year 1—Lily and Tulip Classes 

What have we been learning in Year 1?  

We have had a great start to Term 2 in Year 1. Last week we had lots of Halloween fun, writing invites 

and making sandwiches and finally having a party on Friday in our costumes, and have now begun our 

new topic of ‘Bright Lights, Big Cities’. 

English: This week we have listened to our key text ‘The Queen’s Hat’ by Steve Anthony and written a 

book review. Next week we will be learning the story through Talk 4 Writing. 

Maths: We are now shape experts! We can explain what a 2-D shape is as well as group shapes based 

on their properties. On Thursday we were writing addition calculations, using addition and equals   

symbols.  

Topic: So far this term we have been scientists. We have been looking at different types of materials 

and have also been testing the prop-

erties of materials trying to work out 

which material would make the best 

bunting for our playground. We are 

now patiently waiting to see how 

weatherproof our materials are, so 

we can write a conclusion. 

We are looking for volunteers! If you 

would be able to come into school on 

a weekly basis in order to support us 

with reading and tricky word       

practice, please speak to Ms Karn    

or Miss Morgan. Any help would be 

greatly appreciated. 

Have a lovely weekend 

Year 1 Team :) 



Year 1—Lily and Tulip Classes 

What have we been learning in Year 1?  
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Year 1—Lily and Tulip Classes 

What have we been learning in Year 1? 



 

 

 

Year 2 have enjoyed learning about our new topic; Beat, Bang Boogie! We have been listening to some great   

music and have been hearing stories about some interesting musicians. 

In our lessons, we have been learning about: 

English - We have been learning the story of the Pied Piper and have been working on using conjunctions and -ly 

openers in our writing. We are looking forward to writing our own stories next week based on the Pied Piper   

story we have been reading.    

Maths - We completed some assessments this week on all of the work we have carried out on addition and place 

value. We have also begun looking at the properties of 3D shapes.  

Science – This term we are learning about habitats. We have looked closely at Woodland habitats and have been 

thinking about living, non-living and things that have never been alive in a woodland environment. We then     

extended this to think about how we can identify if something is living, not living or has never been alive.  

Music - This week we got to go outside and make music with kitchen items we would find in a kitchen. We       

explored the different sounds you can make with pots, 

pans, trays and utensils by banging, scraping and tap-

ping. We worked in groups to create some rhythms and 

then learnt a call and response song with Mr O’Brien.  

DT- we have been investigating guitars this week and 

planning what materials we could use to make our own 

rock guitar. It would be really helpful if you could send 

in some of the materials we have identifies that would 

be appropriate namely; a small cardboard box (cereal or 

shoe box) and a cardboard tube (a kitchen towel inner).   

PE – please can we remind you that PE kits are to be 

kept in school all week. We have had quite a few       

children without kit this week and one of our PE units   

is Gymnastics, so it is really important that children have 

comfortable clothes which allow them to move freely.  

Thank you for continuing to read with your children at 

home regularly, this is really supporting their develop-

ment and fluency in school.  

The Year 2 Team  :) 

 

Year 2 - Willow and Clover Classes 

What have we been learning in Year 2?  
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Year 2 - Willow and Clover Classes 

What have we been learning in Year 2?  



Year 3—Honeysuckle and Rose Classes 

What have we been learning in Year 3?  

Year 3 enjoyed their trip to Stonehenge to  

celebrate the end of their topic, Tribal Tales. 

They enjoyed a tour of the stones, looked at 

artefacts in the museum and even recreated a 

burial for Princess Niah! They did the school 

and themselves very proud. 

Maths  
To start the term in year 3 we have been     
focusing on geometry. We have studied lots of 
different types of lines and also recapped on 
2d and 3d shapes. We have developed our 
knowledge of describing 3d shapes, ask us 
about faces, vertices and edges to hear all of 
our incredible learning.   
Topic 
Year 3 started the term with a bang! Our 

Rocks, Relics and Rumbles topic wow day    

included an investigation into different 

types of rocks and their properties, watch-

ing a volcano erupt and then creating our 

own volcanos before erupting them too! 

English  
In English year 3 have done an incredible 
job writing volcano shape poems. We 
spent time learning all about similes and 
alliteration and explored lots of topic 
words associated with volcanos. All of us 
were very proud of our fantastic poems 
and have written them up ready to be   
displayed proudly in our classroom.  
Have a lovely weekend :) 
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