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—mem ] Newslefter

Dear Parents and Carers,
We have had a lovely start to the year and | can’t believe we are at CELEBRATE
half term already. The children have had fun getting to know their
new Teachers and learning new topics this term. | would like to
thank the staff for all their hard work and efforts in supporting the
children to start great learning in their new year groups. | hope you
enjoyed hearing how your child has settled into the year at Parents

Evening last week.

This week and next week we are celebrating Black History Month

to understand, share and celebrate the history of Black heritage and culture and its impact today. On
Tuesday we attended a great online assembly where there were over 384,000 children watching from
the UK and around the world.

Please find below our School Development Plan—we share this every year with parents, so you
are aware of our upcoming priorities and areas for improvement to make our school an even
better place for children to learn.

Please also find dates for the academic year attached to the email.

Have a lovely weekend,

Mrs Fraser, Headteacher

Open House

We are looking forward to welcoming family and friends to our first Open “
House for the year next week on Wednesday. Please do not drive to the event G[o 2
as there are not enough spaces for everyone to park in our car park. Please

walk, scoot or cycle. Thank you.

Bring a Shovel!

F 2
On Tuesday next week from 2:00—3:00pm we are planning to fill the sandpit that has L
been dug out on the field as part of our OPAL lunch time provision. We would appreci- //
ate any help from volunteers who would like to help us by bringing a shovel to move the

House Points - Congratulations to Foxes House! W

You are allowed to wear home clothes on the first Friday back after half term—8th November

sand into the pit!




Christmas Performance Dates

As previously shared in a Friday email, the dates for Christmas
performances are as follows:

Nursery Nativity Fri 13th Dec 9-9:30am Daisy parents watch & 9:30-
10am Poppy parents watch

Reception Nativity Tues 10th Dec 9:30am Bellflower parents watch &
Wed 11th Dec 9:30am Sunflower parents watch

Year 1 & 2 Nativity Mon 16th Dec 9:30am -Y2 parents watch & Wed 18th Dec 9:30am Y1 parents watch

KS2 Y3, Y4, & Y5 Christmas Open Air Concert - Mon 16th Dec 6pm & rain off concert day Tuesday 17th
Dec 6pm

More details to follow.

Thank you to PTA Chair

We would like to say a huge thank you to Claire Harris for being our PTA Chair for the last 2 years.
She has lead the PTA team brilliantly and has put on some amazing events for children and parents,
we really appreciate all your efforts. Thank you to the new PTA team for stepping up for this year.

Little Strawberries Toddler Group

Please make sure you book a space if you are intending to attend our toddler group
on Friday afternoons. If there is not enough interest sessions may be cancelled.
Further details can be found on the poster on the next page.

Service Children

In order to support children, Mrs Day would like to check that our records for Service Children are up to
date. If you believe that your child may be eligible for service pupil premium, please fill in the following
form: https://forms.office.com/e/0zrf4gAcbk.

Name Labels

Please make sure that all belongings that are brought into school are labelled with your child’s
name. This includes lunch boxes and bottles. It is difficult to return lost property back to children if
it is not named. Thank you.

Parent Support Advisor Sessions

The Lighthouse Team from the BKAT are offering 1-1 drop in sessions for parents on the first Thursday
of every month at our school. These will run from 8:45—9:45am. Please contact the school office if you
want to attend the next upcoming sessions. Further information can be found at the end of this
newsletter.

Knowledge Organisers

Topic and maths knowledge organisers are now available to view on the class pages of our school web-
site. These are a useful resource to use to support your child with any learning you wish to do at home.

TD Day
We can confirm that we will be having a TD Day on 23rd May 2025.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-service-pupil-premium/service-pupil-premium-what-you-need-to-know
https://forms.office.com/e/0zrf4qAcbk
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Little Strawberries
by T@@ﬂ@’lﬂ@v Growup

v e

We dre excited to announce the start of a new toddler grouf

which will be open to younger children in our local community
who do not 521: attend our nursery, but are hﬂFin3 to when
they turn 3.

Please come along to play with your children on
Fridaa afternoons at 1.15pm until 2.30pm.

There will be time to esplure arne Ffﬂ.ﬂ in one n-F our nursery

classrooms before coming together for story time,

singing and a snack. Younger 5ib|[n35 are also welcome.

Cost: 2.50 per family

To book your place please click the following
booking link - BOOKINGs

Payment to be made bﬂ cash only on
the ddﬂ.

M

Please use this booking link: Little Strawberries Toddler Group at William Morris Primary (office365.com)



https://outlook.office365.com/book/LittleStrawberriesToddlerGroupatWilliamMorrisPrimary@williammorris.bluekitetrust.org/

Parents and Friends of

S TIEAE: Ca il Ty

This week’s news...

Parents and Friends
mg' |ﬁ|$um Orris

W Asd auch & great furs out ot Se A
ek Lot of rerw face 'We really spprecats the
wapzart We spo ke sbzut sur fursirassg and

wwmriy lnat year snd whed we have plarmed for
theyear shewd. We hores v n ow - '

nuw Chmer, Hannsh sad Secreteny, B .
Owr proemn Thsr, Clame, who Gas Bean nmnng
the FTA for tha laat o pesm hm vispped down '-
o fecu on Ber besc b e reng

Wi would B o sary @ hugs thanks for tha incnadi bl
l things Clair has dona Tor thia PTA &war thia last ciipla of
yaars. Mrs Harris wa wish you gosd luck with your trainimg
this yaar in Lily Class

est

The PTA are proud to be helping raise funds
for the new Nurture Mest area as the school
continues to grow.

The Murture Nest provides a space for any
child who needs support or reflection away
from a busy classroom setting.

Upcoming Events

November 8th Cuddly Toy
Donations

November 12th Cuddly Toy Sale
November 22nd Bag25chool
December 4th Pantomime
December 11th Christmas Disco
December 13th Glamorose Cake
Van

December 19th Christmas Grotto
May 5th Circus

€8S William Morris Newsletter

M?.et The
& | cam &

CHAIR
Hannah Carter

SECRETARY
Becky Goggin

5t year winen neg

TREASURER
Kate Cobden

We also have a lovely group of parents, some new
b the =choal, a wiho have been on the
PTA gince the school opened.

‘We would like to say a huge thank
you to Kate, who has now been our
Treasurer, for over two years.

She has also been trying to organise a
shed for the PTA for some time now
and it's finally here!

‘We also want to pass on a big Thank
you to her Dad, Brother, and
Hushand, for spending a Saturday
building it for us.

As always, thank you so much for your support. All proceeds from our events go
straight back to the school to provide equipment and resources.

preloved.at.williammorrisio gmail.com




QAVE THE DATE

COMING TO WILLIAM MORRIS ON THE

5TH MAY 2025

A fun packed comedy show for all the family
supported by amazing International Circus Artists
www.happyscircus.co.uk
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Well done to all of the children who were in the Gold Book this week — we are very proud of you

and your achievements!




A message from Mrs Day, SENDco:

Dear Parents and Carers,

Thank you so much to the three responses | have had so far to work out availability for the next SEND working
party; if you haven’t already and are a parent of a child with SEND who would like to attend our working party,

| would appreciate it if you could complete this form.

ADHD awareness month

ADHD October is ADHD awareness month across the world. As such, this week we have had a
whole school assembly about ADHD and how we can support and accept the children in our

AWARENESS MONTH

school who might have difficulties with attention and impulse control.

“Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) is a group of behavioural symptoms that

include...
e |nattention: Easily distracted, poor concentration skills, difficulty organising themselves
e Impulsivity: Impatient, risk-taking, disproportionately emotional responses

Hyperactivity: Overly energetic, talkative, excessive fidgeting, difficulty staying on task

Everyone is different, so it isn’t uncommon for two people to experience ADHD in different ways.”

ADHD aware

What is ADHD?
If you would like to know more, there are some fantastic UK based charities
that support families:

ADHD UK ADHD Foundation  Young Minds

What do we do at William Morris?

As previously mentioned for Dyslexia Awareness week, as a school, we are
needs-led. This means we put provision in place based on a child’s needs and et rak about AbHD - a child friendly video from the

do not wait for a diagnosis to support a child.

We believe the best way to support our pupils is through high quality teaching and universal provision,

Did you know.... although adaptations for children with attention, hyperactivity and impulsivity

ADHD can present differently needs may be made on an individual basis; more information can be found on
between boys (who can be physi-

cally hyperactive) and girls (who p15'17 of our SEND information report!

can be innattentive due to mental
hyperactivity).

The most important way we support all neurodiverse children is by promoting
inclusion; encouraging children to be proud of their individuality and that of their peers!

Yours, Mrs Day (SENDCo)



https://forms.office.com/e/Knn9SmMvDd
https://adhduk.co.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-guide/adhd/?scrlybrkr=88fb2e74
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/support-for-schools/school-planning-support/1-high-quality-teaching
https://www.williammorrisprimary.co.uk/_files/ugd/64c1c7_c9b9af33d59541f7b300b94cf844a6b6.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/embed/YeamHE6Kank?feature=oembed
file:///C:/Users/Laura%20Little/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/EEPP76MW/adhdaware.org.uk

Ages - 5-11 years
Time - 9am-3pm
Venue - William Morris Primary school

TUES Weds  Thursday Fri
29th Oct | 30th Oct 31stOct 1st Nov

( Visit sjrsports.org to book a place a




William Morris Primary

Executive Headteacher: Mrs J Fraser

William Morris Pri School
William Morris Way
Tadpole Garden Village
Swindon
Wiltshire
SN25 2PP
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Diary

October

Wed 23rd Oct Open House — 2pm — 3pm

Last Day of Term

November

Mon 4th Nov First Day of Term 2
Mon 11th Nov Anti-Bullying Week
Fri 15th Nov Children in Need
Mon 18th Nov Road Safety Week

Thurs 28th November Local Governing Body 6pm

December

Wed 4th Dec Whole School Pantomime in school
Fri 6th Dec Class Reps

Tues 10th Reception Nativity 9:30am Bellflower parents
watch & Wed 11th Dec 9:30am Sunflower parents watch

Thurs 12th Dec Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Lunch
Fri 13th Dec Open House —2pm — 3pm

Fri 13th 9Nursery Nativity -9:30am Daisy parents watch &
9:30-10am Poppy parents watch

Mon 16th Year 1 & 2 Nativity 9:30am Y2 parents watch

Mon 16th KS2 Y3, Y4, & Y5 Christmas Open Air Concert -
6pm & rain off concert day Tuesday 17th Dec 6pm

Wed 18th Year 1 & 2 Nativity 9:30am Y1 parents watch

Fri 20th Dec Last Day of Term

INSET TD DAYs—school closed to children:
6th Jan 2025

24th Feb 2025

23rd May 2025

4th July 2025

[New dates in red]
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Nursery - Poppy and Daisy Classes

What have we been learning in Nursery?

Poppy and Daisy classes have had a super busy fortnight, we have been learning
about Autumn and the changes of the season, we talked about leaves changing

colour and the weather getting colder.

In Maths we have been talking about how old we are and how old we will be on our birthdays, some
children have turned 4 in the last couple of weeks and we enjoy singing Happy Birthday to them.

We’ve had some super funky finger activities, popping bubble wrap, using pegs and exploring cornflour,
these activities all help our fingers get strong ready for writing.

In our topic we have been reading the book ‘Kitchen Disco’ it has been great fun! The children held and
described a range of fruit and then made our own fruit kebabs. Super concentration and threading skills

as they got fruit onto skewers!

We are looking forward to seeing you for Open House next
Wednesday before we break up for the half term.

The Nursery Team
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Reception - Sunflower and Bellflower Classes

What have we been learning in Reception?

Our English focus this week has been ‘The Squirrels Who Squabbled’. The

children were so excited when a letter arrived from the Squirrels, asking for

their help! The children have helped prepare a party list and invitations for the characters from the story,
practising hearing and writing initial sounds and CVC words,

In Maths we have been making number collections, showing the different ways we can represent 5. We
have also had lots of fun practising our subitising skills playing games such as dominoes, connect four
and other simple dice games.

As well as enjoying our focus story, this week we have been talking about Autumn, the children have
created some beautiful artwork using leaves for printing and enjoyed carrying out observational draw-
ings of pumpkins and squashes.

How You Can Support at Home:

e Autumn: Go on a welly walk and look for signs of autumn.

e Name writing: Support your child to practise writing their name.

e Phonics home learning: Please revise the sounds that have been taught at school.

Subitising: Support your child with subitising dice patterns by playing simple board games with dice
e.g. snakes and ladders.

Reminders:

Please ensure your child’s yellow reading record and school books are in their bookbag every day.
Please ensure your child brings a coat with them to school every day.

Please return your child’s library book every Friday so that we can change them during our library
time.

At the end of the school day please do not allow children to use or play with the equipment in the
outside area.

Thank you so much for your continued support,

Reception Team :)
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Year 1 - Lily and Tulip Classes

What have we been learning in Year 1?

The children in Year 1 have had a busy few weeks! Thank you for attending
parents evening last week, it was lovely to speak to you all to discuss how your child is getting on.

Last week we had a fabulous time on our trip at Westonbirt and where we looked at deciduous and ever-
green trees, We explored the changes of trees over the season and talk about how trees grow. We had
lunch altogether, collected leaves, sticks and other natural objects to bring back to class to use in our art
area. We enjoyed going on the Gruffalo walk and finding all of the characters.

English: Last week after our trip, we came back and wrote a recount about what we did in Westonbirt.
We tried really hard and thought carefully about what we wanted to write.

Maths: In maths we have been looking at adding and subtracting, looking at facts for number 5 and 6

when making our calculations.

Topic: We have created lots of natural art using different media. The children have practiced mixing

colours to make new colours and have been painting woodland animals.

Science: This week has been using our pots to plant our own cress monsters, we are very excited to see
when they grow and how much they grow.

Computing: We have continued with our online safety topic. The children have practiced logging in, once
logged in, the children went on ‘2 count’ and where we explored adding on to a chart and making our
charts represent an amount.

Please remember to check
your emails, as we will be

, 8
continuing to send home ‘Little =«

Wandle Phonic Sheets’ every — ac

week.

Thank you for the continued
support this term, we are look-
ing forward to our last few
days next week before half
term.

Year 1 Team :)
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Year 2 - Clover and Willow Classes

What have we been learning in Year 2?

This week in English, the children have dived into the wonderful world of poetry! They
crafted some fantastic acrostic poems about our classrooms, showing their creativity
and unique perspectives. Throughout the week, we explored various types of poetry,
with a special focus on performance poetry. The children thoroughly enjoyed learning
about its different features and that poetry can be performed anywhere. It's been a
week full of inspiration and expression, and we’re very proud of their wonderful
creations.

In Maths, we have been exploring 3D shapes and their properties, focusing on vertices,
edges, and faces. We have enjoyed identifying different shapes, such as cubes, spheres,
and pyramids, and discussing their unique characteristics. We've even created our own
3D shapes using cocktail sticks and polystyrene balls to deepen our understanding.

Alongside this, we’ve started to look at various methods for addition, including using

number lines and regrouping to help visualise the process. All of Year 2 have been
fabulous mathematicians!

In Art, we wrapped up our "Muck, Mess, and Mixtures" topic by using the skills we
developed to create vibrant collages. We had a great time experimenting with various
materials like tissue paper, coloured card, and paper, along with different pens and
paints.

We are looking forward to the last few days of term next week, and are looking forward
to seeing you all at Open House next week!

Have a lovely weekend,

Miss Presdee and Miss Morgan :)




Executive Headteacher: Mrs J Fraser

William Morris Pri School
William Morris Way
Tadpole Garden Village

Bl : \ iltshi
William Morris Primary SN25 2PP

‘ Year 2 - Clover and Willow Classes \
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Year 3 - Honeysuckle and Rose Classes ' ’
What have we been learning in Year 3? < 3G‘\
& v

What a fantastic two weeks it has been gain in year 3! We've been happy to ‘get back to normal’ with
our timetable and settle back in to our normal structure for the day. It's been an exciting few weeks
with poetry day and out World record breaking attempt at the world’s biggest ever poetry lesson and
we joined an online assembly about Black History month with over 300,000 children!

We have been learning in class assembly about Black History month and compared the stories of two
explorers; Niel Armstrong and Matther Henson who respectively traveled to the North pole and the
Moon before anyone else. We talked in class about why we may know more about one explorer than
the other.

In Maths, we have now finished our place value unit and moved on to geometry. The children have
really enjoyed learning all the basics of vertical, horizontal and parallel lines. Test us on your walks to
see what lines we can spot in the local area. Next term we move on to multiplication starting with our
3 times tables.

In Writing, we have been designing a character and setting for our character to enter. We have then
used these ideas to create a setting description part of a narrative focusing on skill such as expanded
noun phrases, adverbs and powerful vocabulary to create a clear picture in the readers mind when
they read our work.

We’ve had a very creative week where we designed and made some stone age tools out clay and we
also came up with our own games in PE based on Netball rules. It has been lovely to see how creative
and imaginative the children can be in these sessions

and also some amazing teamwork!

We will be sending home the children’s Purple Mash log
in details, which is a platform we use to support learning
in Computing and other subjects. We have focused on
learning how to log in this term, and we would be grate-
ful if you could practice this at home in order to allow
better use of our computing session times.

Many thanks,

Year 3 Team

PIC-COLLAGE
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Year 3 - Honeysuckle and Rose Classes
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Year 4 - Apple and Blackberry Classes

What have we been learning in Year 4?

The last two weeks, we have been linking our English work to our topic by writing character descrip-
tions for the fierce Queen Boudica! We looked at a model description and used it to draw how we
imagined Boudica to look by picking out some of the key vocabulary. We then really enjoyed posing
like the warrior queen and thinking about how her personality is shown through her image. Before
we could describe her ourselves, it was important to hear her story. We read the story of Boudica
and then used drama to retell the story. See if you can spot some of our battle scenes through our
freeze frame photos. Then, after learning how to use similes, personification and metaphors to de-
scribe a character, we had a go at writing our own brilliant descriptions of Boudica—they really are
very powerful descriptions.

In Maths, we finished our number unit by rounding 4-digit number to the nearest thousand. This is
something that we can keep circling back to and practising throughout the year. We also linked some
of our maths to our topic too, learning the Roman numerals up to 100. Although challenging, we had
real fun cracking the Roman code! We have now moved onto our geometry unit, identifying different
shapes including different types of triangles and quadrilaterals like a kite, rhombus, parallelogram
and a trapezium.

As we near the end of our | am Warrior topic, we have looked further into how life would have been

for a Roman child. We learn all about how their day to day would have looked, including what they

would have eaten, what clothes they would have worn and even their religious beliefs. We did a
great job at pulling all this information together to write a diary entry from the perspective of a
Roman child. We have also enjoyed some great art lessons including one where we looked at differ-
ent landmarks in Rome and sketched them such as the Colosseum and the pantheon.

We are looking forward to showing you all this amazing work at Open House next Wednesday from
2pm.

Have a lovely weekend,

The Year 4 team
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‘ Year 4 - Apple and Blackberry Classes \
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Year 5 - Thistle and Acorn Classes

What have we been learning in Year 5?

Week 7

This term has flown by so quickly, and we’ve had such an incredible journey exploring the wonders of
Ancient Egypt! The children have produced some truly impressive work, starting with a diary entry
and then crafting detailed instructions on how to build a pyramid. Their efforts have amazed us! In
addition, we’ve created stunning two-page spreads that highlight the significance of the River Nile
and the mighty Pharaohs. This week, we dove into the fascinating world of Egyptian beliefs about the
afterlife, with the children creating storyboards to illustrate their ideas. The Egyptians even took part
in the symbolic ‘weighing of the heart,” where they decided who would pass into the afterlife.

Cooking 8

As part of our exploration of Ancient Egypt, we had the exciting opportunity to bake &
traditional Egyptian flatbread—just like the kind they would have eaten! Following

each step carefully, we kneaded the dough, let it prove, and finally got to enjoy the
delicious result. The taste was a big hit, and some of us even took the recipe home

to make it again as a tasty snack.

Science

In Science this week, the children explored the concept of levers. Using classroom resources, they

built their own levers and experimented by adjusting the position of the fulcrum to observe how it
influenced the lever’s function. Take a look at the pictures below to see them in action...
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| Year 5 Thistle and Acorn Classes |

PE

This term, our indoor PE sessions have focused on gymnastics. The children have been mastering a
variety of balances, including the pike, tuck, straddle, and star. They also practiced front and back
supports. Building on these skills, they learned how to perform forward rolls, teddy bear rolls, and log
rolls, while also incorporating smooth transitions between the movements to create a fluid sequence.

Thank you again for all your continued support.

We are looking forward to seeing you at ‘Open House’ next week.

It’s now time for us to leave behind the Ancient Egyptians and start our new topic, Gallery Rebels!

The Year 5 team
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i 18th October ‘ ‘

‘ / Friends of Tadpole CE Academy - 10 years of Tadpole
Fireworks, food & drink, entertainment
¥ (opens @5:30pm fireworks @7pm) book tickets online

X

19th October
TGV Community market/TGV in Bloom - Community Reptile Experience
The Arkell’s Strawberry Thief (10am-1pm)

24th 25th 26th October
The Arkell’'s Strawberry Thief Pumpkin Patch
Pick your own, carving & candy apples (11am-2pm) £7 per child

27th October
TGV Events Children’s Pumpkin Contest
TGV Stray Boardwalk (Spm-6pm) E1 entry fee per pumpkin

27th October
Ivory Rose Florist, The Arkell's Strawberry Thief
Pumpkin Floral arranging (1pm-3pm) book online

30th October
Ivory Rose Florist , The Arkell’s Strawberry Thief
Pumpkin Floral arranging (6pm-8pm) book online

3rd November ‘ /
Bloom & Boom Firework Display, The Arkell's Strawberry Thief "
(from 5pm, Fireworks at 7pm)

10th November
TGV Remembrance Service, The Stray Mermorial
b (11am with drinks in The Arkell’s Strawberry Thief afterwards)
| ) TGV streetlight poppies will be on display in the village
L

as well as the crochet poppies along the route to the Memarial




LIGHTHOUSE DROP IN

Lighthouse is the Early Intervention Team working within all Blue Kite
Academy Trust schools. Lighthouse holds drop-in sessions at our school
once a month - you will meet one of the team to have a short, informal, 1-
1 chat about anything causing worry or stress in your home. This could
be around behaviour, sleep, struggling to manage emotions/anxiety or
concerns around finance, cost of living or similar. Drop in sessions give
you the chance to get some advice from the experienced team. They can
support you to take those next steps or signpost you to services who can
also help. Lighthouse are a friendly team with lots of knowledge to share
so please book in to see them if you feel they could help.

Please speak to a member of staff if you have any further questions. Book
in via the school office. You can also follow us on Instagram
@Lighthouse_bluekitetrust
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Early Intervention

LEBGHTHOUSE

TUEGDAY. 29TH OCT / THURGDAY, 31GT
oct
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3K & 5K FUN RUN NSPCC

All finishers receive a celebratory Christmas themed medal.
Registration opens from 9:30am and event starts at 11am.
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Event organised by
Rotary Club of Swindon Phoenix and Brighter Futures




